





From the Director

[ am extremely privileged to have served
Camp UniStar in the 2008 season. UniStar is
beyond a doubt a magical place. I can relate
to no other place that appeals to the spiritual,
mental and physical fibers of living in one
of the most unique locales in the beautiful
Northwoods. These fibers of life are woven into
the very fabric of what Camp UniStar wears so
well, the idea of family and connectedness.

I have been witness to breathtaking acts
that express this spirit. My favorite acts include
a 4 year old girl dancing with her beloved CP
director, seeing a 16 year old boy standing up
for the first time on his windsurfer, and a couple
watching the waves roll up at sunset rock.
Camp does wonders for all the fibers of your
being and this year I thank you for allowing
me to become part of your family and enjoying
them alongside you.

In the upcoming summer I encourage
you to rediscover that sense of community
found at Camp UniStar. Remind yourself
of what created that sense of connectedness
for you at Camp when considering your
return the island. I personally cannot wait to
experience that magic of Camp UniStar again.
I look forward to seeing you on the island next
summer!

Happy Trails,
Tommy Rodengen
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impressive $564,386. Funds ($50,000) for
the replacement of kitchen equipment
were transferred out of the Stewardship
Fund. At this point we have a mortgage
of approximately $235,000. Projected
collections from Camper pledges and
other transfers will reduce the mortgage
to $175,000 in 2009. Projected pledges
for the remainder of 2008 and 2009 are
$52,558.

The Management Committee’s
Development Subcommittee met with
campers this fall to discuss financial
support for Camp. The dialogue
focused on how campers could sustain
Camp. Camper fees fully fund the
weekly costs for staff salaries, lodging,
food, transportation, and  other
incidental expenditures. Maintenance
and replacement of equipment and

structures — boats, dock, cabins, lodge,
bunkhouse, and other real property —
is partially funded by camper fees. The
$50,000 transferred from the Stewardship
Fund as mentioned above is an example.
The gap between funding transferred
from campers fees to the Stewardship
Fund and the real amount required to
fully fund replacement and maintenance
requirements is estimated to be $25,000
annually.

The Development Committee and
campers agreed to initiate an annual
camper led, Management Committee
directed annual canvas to sustain Camp
through the Stewardship Fund. You may
have received an appeal letter. I ask you
to join Linda and me, the Management
Committee and campers in making an
annual gift to Camp UniStar. I want my
children and grandchildren to enjoy
Camp tomorrow as much as I enjoy it
today.

John F. Blackstone, P.E.
Chair, Development Committee
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Summer Staff Openings

Would youlike to spend your entire
summer on Star Island in Cass Lake,
northern Minnesota? We are looking for
mature individuals with skillsin cooking,
life guarding/waterfront, children’s
program and maintenance who can
serve on the staff at Camp UniStar from
late May through August.

Become a part of the UniStar
community where you will assist
campers in experiencing the wonders
of this peaceful, rustic, quiet UU island
retreat. The application process is open
each winter until all positions are filled.

Applications are available online,
http: / /www.CampUniStar.org/jobs, or
from the Personnel Chair, Nick Rowse
(952) 894-8185 or nick.rowse@gmail.com

Calling all Cooks and Bakers!

Ever thought it would be fun
to work in the UniStar kitchen? Make
salad or bread for 100? Learn how to
make that fabulous Friday salmon? We
have a marvelous opportunity for those
who have dreamed of spending a week
as part of the Camp UniStar kitchen
staff.

Guest cooks/bakers are being
sought for the 2009 season. Basic
requirements are proven cooking or
baking talent, ability to work with a
young and diverse staff, flexibility,
familiarity with food safety practices, and
commitment to providing an excellent
eating experience for staff and campers.

In exchange for 30 hours of work,
guest cooks/bakers will receive free
room and board and you can coordinate
your week with your family’s stay.

Questions?

Contact Food Service Director:
Mary Ellen Miller

(641) 423-1793
memo@netconx.net

Request applications from:
Nick Rowse

(952) 894-8185
nick.rowse@gmail.com



Announcing the UniCorps!

For years volunteers have played
a vital role in the life of Camp UniStar.
Most often we think of the many campers
who “take over” camp during work
week, completing amazing tasks in a
short time as they prepare the grounds
and buildings for the summer weeks
ahead. Others assist in the kitchen or do
repair projects during the camper weeks.
A huge hidden advantage from these
shared talents is a savings of money that
helps keep camper fees at a reasonable
cost.

UniCorps will now become an
official part of UniStar — to expand
the role of volunteers in the planning,
preparation and operation of camp and
to acknowledge the donation of their
time and talents.

We invite campers to check out
the camp website at http://www.
CampUniStar.org/volunteers for more
information on volunteer opportunities

and how to apply.

Supporting Camp UniStar

My congregation is sustained by
annual member pledges. Additional
resources come from building rentals,
Sunday offerings, endowments and
capitol campaigns. The majority of the
funds for operations come from the
annual campaign. The Sunday collection
and facility rentals supplement the
annual campaign along with a portion
from our endowment. Large projects are
funded through gifts over a three to five
year period. I suspect that most churches
in the Prairie Star District use a similar
strategy.

Camp UniStar’s 2008 budget
of $325,000 was funded primarily by
camper fees. We do appeal to campers
for an offering at the end of each week.
I consider it akin to passing the plate at
my church on Sunday. An endowment
fund was established several years ago.
The Friday night Work Week auction has
been its main source of funds.

We are in the third year of a very
successful capitol campaign for the food
servicefacility. The total costof thekitchen
was $773,632.86 as of the end of fiscal

year 2007. Camper pledges are a very



